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et al.: Editorial

“This is a weird time.” I recently realized that I say this often; sometimes five or six times a day.
Each time, I utter it with sincere wonderment and a touch of confusion. It’s odd to be more than
two years into the historical event of a pandemic and still feel this way. I’m not alone; my
colleagues, my students, my family…we all have moments of jarring dissonance when a new
way of doing something is juxtaposed for us against the backdrop of the way things used to be.
Alongside these moments are the new things that have become commonplace; video platforms
for meetings and conferences, at-home COVID tests, “virtual days” alongside snow days,
passionately held opinions on face-coverings…I’m quite sure you would be able to add many
items to both the “used to be” and “new to me” lists.
As we transition into this new year, the landscape seems to be shifting under us, reshaping itself
daily while we try to shift with it. That, too, feels like a “new to me” thing. I don’t remember a
time in my professional life when every aspect of that life felt so unsettled and uncertain.
Education and educators have felt pressure and uncertainty before, and the topics of teacher
recruitment and retention have been a central concern for decades. However, at the time I am
writing this, I’ve been in touch with roughly seventy-five percent of the young teachers I have
supervised in their student teaching. More than half have resigned or are actively seeking
employment outside teaching. School districts across the country are having difficulty recruiting
and retaining teachers; in some areas, the National Guard has been called in to provide
instruction to students due to an acute, severe shortage of qualified educators. The pressure
mounting on educators, from every direction and in every dimension, has built to levels that are
unsustainable.
And yet.
During my supervision of teacher candidates, I am privileged to be present in classrooms in
which educators are remixing concepts and strategies, remaking curricula, and rebooting familiar
lessons to create new and exciting learning opportunities for their students. Shaken loose from
our familiar routines and modalities, many of us have seized on innovation as a survival tactic
and the result has been an explosion of creativity (forced creativity, sure…but still). In our
upcoming issue, I hope to hear from you about what you are doing that’s innovative, new to you,
or how you have refreshed your tried-and-true strategies. Teaching is collaborative and we all
learn best from our peers. I’m looking forward, as I always do, to learning from the VEJ
readership.
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